
 

     
Upcoming Events 
 
15th January 2013 Volunteers Meeting 

21st January 2013 Workshop 

28th January 2013 Members’ Day 

12th February 2013 Volunteers Meeting 

February 2013 (TBC) Passivhaus conference 

18th February 2013 Members Day 

12th March 2013 Volunteers Meeting 

18th March 2013 Members Day 

23rd March 2013 Green School Day 

 

Training Calendar 
 
12th January 2013 LEED 201 

19th January 2013 LEED 201 

26th January 2013 LEED 251 

9th February 2013 LEED 201 

16th February 2013 LEED 201 

23rd February 2013 LEED 251 

 

Don’t miss the next QGBC 
technical workshop! 
  
QGBC’s next workshop, scheduled for 21st January 
2013, will focus on the Facility Management sector and 
its role in sustainable development. Particular 
attention will be given to the challenges of retrofitting 
existing buildings. Distinguished speakers from Qatar 
University and Texas A&M University, as well as 
technical experts who are members of Qatar Green 
Building Council will lead discussion at the workshop.  

 

New Members 
(Organizations) 
 

 Domopan Qatar W.L.L 
 Wall Tracts W.L.L 
 Al Balagh Trading & Contracting 
 Qatar Building Company QBC 
 BMC Qatar 
 MIMARI Qatar UPVC 
 Descon Engineering Qatar L.L.C 
 Atlantic Contracting Co. 
 Go Green International Co. LCC SIPOREX 
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Letter from the Chairman 
 
Dear All, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to the 
very first edition of QGBC’s quarterly newsletter. 
Our newsletter promises to be a great resource 
that you can use to keep up to date with QGBC’s 
latest news and achievements, many of which 
couldn’t have been done without you. With the 
flurry of activities we have had in the last few 
months, we believe it is timely to capture all the 
significant contributions that have been made 
towards building a sustainable culture in Qatar 
through our work as a council. We hope you too 
are proud of this first edition of QGBC’s 
newsletter and we look forward to receiving 
your comments and valued feedback. 

 
Kind Regards,  

 
QGBC Chairman,  
Eng. Issa Al-Mohannadi 
 



 

  

Members’ Day 
  
Members’ day is a new initiative by QGBC to 
gather its members on a monthly basis for 
technical presentations, networking and 
building collaboration. 
 
If you are interested in participating or 
sharing ideas, please send your proposal to 
aamato@qf.org.qa. To confirm your 
attendance please e-mail to 
jaaljaber@qf.org.qa.   
 
We welcome all of our members to take part 
in this important networking event each 
month.  

 

QGBC’s activities during COP18 
 

 
 
QGBC drew attention to an array of its green 

initiatives at the Qatar Sustainability Expo (Doha 

Exhibition Centre), which ran alongside the UN 

Climate Change Conference in Doha (COP18/CMP8). 

Thank you to QGBC members, who were on hand to 

share with visitors their passion for sustainability 

and who delivered exciting presentations 

throughout the exhibition. Other highlights 

included:  

 QGBC’s display stands at the expo were made 

out of a new low-carbon eco-friendly 100% 

recyclable wood plastic material supplied to 

QGBC by Qatar Plastic Products Company 

(QPPC) 

 

 QGBC’s presence at the exhibition also 

included images from Qatar Case Study 

Passivhaus Project “Baytna” and from projects 

being led by QGBC’s interest groups. 

 

 The Bottle Top Art display, a project 

spearheaded by QGBC’s Solid Waste Interest 

Group attracted much interest at the exhibition 

center.  

 

News 
 
 

 

QGBC Recognizes Volunteers 

QGBC honored its volunteers during a 
recognition ceremony held in September, 
celebrating volunteer efforts to support and 
advance green development in Qatar. QGBC 
volunteers play an active role in supporting 
events, serving on the various committees, and 
conducting education outreach initiatives. At 
the recognition event, Chairman of QGBC, Eng. 
Meshal Al-Shamari, praised volunteers for their 
spirit and dedication: “I would sincerely like to 
thank each and every one of you for giving up 
your time– your most valuable asset –to 
serving our cause.” 

Interested in becoming a volunteer? Visit our 
website www.qgbc.com, for further 
information.  

 

 
 

QGBC Launches the Green Hotels 
Interest Group  

September saw QGBC encouraging Qatar’s 
rapidly growing hospitality sector to keep 
astride with the latest trends in the field of 
sustainability by launching the first of its kind 
interest group, Green Hotels Interest Group 
(GHIG), creating a platform for exchanging 
ideas on sustainability, spreading awareness 
and educating members of the hospitality 
industry.  
The launch, which took place at the Wyndham 
Grand Regency Hotel, Doha, witnessed a 
number of high-profile hotels, organizations, 
industry professionals, green pioneers and 
enthusiasts engage in an open dialogue on 
supporting and improving green development 
in Qatar’s hospitality sector.  

 

mailto:aamato@qf.org.qa
mailto:jaaljaber@qf.org.qa
http://www.qgbc.com/


 

 
At the event, expert guest speakers discussed a 
long range of issues including continuous 
commissioning, low energy lighting, and the 
establishment of “Green Hotels Award”.   

 

 
 

QGBC Workshop on Greening the 
Existing Building Stock 
 
QGBC joined forces with Texas A&M University 
in Qatar and the embassy of the Republic of 
Korea in Qatar to hold a comprehensive 
workshop exploring the different ways of 
greening the urban environment. The two-day 
workshop was titled “‘the Problem with 
Greening the Existing Building Stock – 
Experiences from Texas, Seoul and Doha’, 
participants received a number of content-rich 
lectures, interacted with high-profile speakers 
and attended numerous interactive networking 
sessions.  
 
Sessions featured the challenges of adapting 
engineering systems within existing buildings 
to the interplay of engineering, building users 
and facility management practices.   

 
A snapshot of QGBC in the local, regional and 
international news  
 

English Media Coverage 

Publication Headline 

 
QGBC Honors Volunteers 

 

QGBC launches Green Hotel 
Interest Group in 

Preparation for COP18 

 
QGBC Talks “Green” 

 

Green Building Agenda 
Advanced at a Collaborative 

Workshop 

 

First Energy-Efficient House 
Likely Next Year in Qatar 

 

News: News Passivhaus 
Experiment to demonstrate 
low-energy living for Qatar 

communities 

 

Green Building Agenda 
Advanced at a Collaborative 

Workshop 

 
 

The Passivhaus Concept 

 

A word from the QGBC Director, Engineer Meshal Al 
Shamari: “Our presence at the Qatar Sustainability 
Expo is an opportunity not only to engage the 
industry, but also to spark new dialogue amongst 
the local community.”  
 
These activities followed a COP18-themed event 
held on November 19 at the Wyndham Grand 
Regency Hotel, where members David Marioni, 
Ahmad Abunshanab, Dr Mirko Stijepovic and Bahy 
Emam presented best green practices in Qatar. 

 

 
 
QGBC also utilized the platform of COP18 to connect 
with international industry, through our 
participation as an industry partner at the World 
Climate Summit and the US Green Building 
Council visit to Msheireb.  
 
We would like to thank all our members for 
their dedication throughout COP18 – manning 
the booth, delivering presentations, preparing 
slides and more –you  have been integral in 
spreading QGBC’s message to the wider public 
and our key stakeholders.   

 

QGBC Library 
 
 We are in the process of developing a QGBC 
Library. If you have suggestions for books and 
titles that you would like to see in our library, 
please let us know! 
 
We will also gladly accept any books that you 
would like to share or contribute in the field 
of green building and sustainability. 
 
With your help, we hope to create the largest, 
and most advanced green library in Qatar. 

 
 
 New Members 

(Professionals) 
 

 Sherien Effat 
 Ramzi Hoteit 
 Maher Al Saudi 
 Aret Erkimisyan 
 Alain Zailah 
 Nabil El Masry 
 Shine Sasidharan 
 Nabil Massadeh 
 Kamal Darwish 
 Mohamed Moustafa 
 

 Vivin Kunnath 
 Artemio Baking 
 Crystal Halley 
 Wassef 

Alameddine 
 Hani Al Bast 
 Marcello terzano 
 Ariel Illustrisimo 
 Osamah 

Alhamdan 
 Nadia Omar 
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QGBC launched Qatar Case Study 
Passivhaus Project “Baytna”  
 
QGBC, Barwa and Kahramaa jointly launched 
the “Baytna” project aimed at creating a 
building standard for Qatar that is energy 
efficient, comfortable, economical and 
environmentally friendly. A Passivhaus 
(“Passive House” in English) boasts an ultra-
low energy, airtight building design that 
requires little energy for space cooling, 
reducing its overall environmental footprint. 

 

QGBC connects with Passivhaus 
experts at the UK Passivhaus 
conference 
 

 
 
Dr Alex Amato- Head of Sustainability at QGBC 
presented at the UK Passivhaus Conference, 
which took place in November. The event 
included Feedback from occupants who have 
been living in a Passivhaus for 2-4 years.  
 
This was a good opportunity to gauge 
performance feedback from completed projects 
in the UK. Additionally leading Passivhaus 
experts were keen to hear from Dr Alex about 
the developments of the innovative “Baytna” 
project underway in Qatar.  
 

Arabic Media Coverage 
Publication Headline 

 

 аϽЫт ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ ϣузϠчЮ ϽГЦ ЁЯϯв
йуКнГϧв 

 

ЁЯϯв ϽГЦ ϣузϠчЮ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ аϽЫт 
йуКнГϧв 

 
ϽГЦ ϣузϠчЮ еІϹт ϣКнгϯв ϣтϝзЛЮϜ 

ФϸϝзУЮϝϠ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ 

 
ЁЯϯв ϽГЦ ϣузϠчЮ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ еІϹт 
ϣКнгϯв ϣтϝзЛЮϜ ФϸϝзУЮϝϠ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ 
Ϝ̯ϸϜϹЛϧЂϜ ϽгϦϕгЮ ϽуПϧЮϜ с϶ϝзгЮϜ  

 

 
 

What does QGBC hope to achieve 
through “Baytna”? 
  

 
 
 The purpose of the Passivhaus project is 

to raise awareness of the importance of 
green building practices and sustainable 
development, as well as to demonstrate 
the benefits of an ultra-low energy, 
airtight building that requires little 
energy for space heating or cooling, 
reducing its environmental footprint. 

 We also hope to foster discussions about 

green living and sustainable practices 

for the public to implement in their daily 

lives. 

 On a larger scale, we believe that this 
project will help raise Qatar’s profile in 
the field of sustainable and green 
building by providing a higher standard 
for green building in the region.  

 
What incentive will Qataris have to build a 
Passivhaus? 
 
 The incentive will be having a home that 

will eventually become carbon negative 
and help balance out a family’s 
individual carbon footprint from travel, 
food consumption, etc.   

 We are interested in opening dialogue 
with the community to learn more about 
what incentives “green living” would 
have for them. 

Arabic Media Coverage 
Publication Headline 

 
 
 

ϣузϠцϜ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ ЌϽЛϧЃт ϨϹϲϒ 

ϞϼϝϯϦ ϣвϜϹϧЂъϜ бЮϝЛЮϝϠ  

 
чЮ ϽГЦ ЁЯϯв ЌϽЛϧЃт ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ ϣузϠ

 сТ ϣвϜϹϧЂъϜм ϽуЏϷϧЮϜ ϞϼϝϯϦ ϨϹϲϒ
бЮϝЛЮϜ 

 
 

̭ϝвϽлЪ мηϣузϠцϜ ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜζ мηϢмϽϠζ 
ХЯГϦ Ϣϼϸϝϡв ϝзϧуϠ  

 
 

/ ̭ϝвϽлЪ /ЁЯϯвм  ϣузϠчЮ ϽГЦ
 Ϣϼϸϝϡв днЧЯГт ϣтϼϝЧЛЮϜ ϢмϽϠм ̭ϜϽЏϷЮϜ

/ϝзϧуϠ/ 
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What does it mean to be a  
QGBC member? 
 

 
 
By: Greg Hills MSc QSAS CGP, Technical Projects 
Director ɀ BG2 Global Solutions Qatar LLC 
 
As a member of QGBC, you join a dedicated 
network of 160 individual and 
organizational members- many of who 
actively take on various roles on a voluntary 
basis at the council. As QGBC members, we take 
on responsibilities including volunteering, 
supporting QGBC by steering the agendas of 
the various interest groups, driving 
sustainability initiatives, conducting education 
outreach initiatives for the wider community 
and by providing support at events like the 
Qatar Sustainability Expo.  This type of event 
also provides good exposure for our 
companies’ efforts to raise awareness, and 
push towards sustainable development. 
  
 
I value my role as a QGBC member- it provides 
a great opportunity to get involved in 
interesting activities related to sustainability 
and to meet and network with other 
professionals. As QGBC is a non-profit 
organization it depends on the strength of its 
members and volunteers to work 
collaboratively to promote and achieve its 
vision.  

 

 
 
QGBC hosts the WGBC MENA 
Network Meeting  
 
Amid the flurry of activity around COP18, QGBC hosted 
a meet with regional green building councils to discuss 
strategy for GBCs in the region and highlight specific 
regional challenges and opportunities in developing 
sustainable built environments. Hosting the meeting is 
a key part of QGBC’s ongoing commitment to work 
collaboratively and to mentor new building councils 
which have joined the regional network.  

 
 

Member News: 
Gulf Contracting saving 2.6million 
riyals with Bionest at labour camp 
 

 
 

Gulf Contracting WLL, Interserve’s partners in 
Qatar, are saving 2.6 million Riyals a year 
(426,000 pounds) on sewage disposal and the re-
use of the bi-product on just one of their labour 
camps.  
 
Gulf Contracting have installed 2 Bionest below 
ground sewage treatment plants at one of their 
labour camps. The recycled water, some 20 
million gallons that this system produces per year, 
is of a very high quality and is used on the camps 
for toilet flushing and cleaning, and on their 
construction sites for dust suppression and curing 
of concrete. Further details and explanation of this 
system can be found at www.bionest.ca  
 

Share your success 
story!  
 
Please send your story to jaaljaber@qf.org.qa. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 
 
 
 

Connect with us on Social 
Media… 
 

 Like our Facebook page and  

 

 Follow us on Twitter @QGBC   

www.qatargbc.org.qa 

New Members 
(Students) 
 

 Mohamed I. Saleh 
 Ibrahim Abdulrahman Al Warthan 

http://www.bionest.ca/
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http://www.twitter.com/qgbc

